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MR ALBERT VICTOR CRANE 
Condolence Motion 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.04 pm]:  I move - 

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Albert Crane and tenders its deep sympathy to 
his family. 

Albert Crane was born in Ceylon on 27 January 1923, the son of Arthur Albert Crane, a sea captain and pilot, 
and Lavinia May Victoria Beer.  Bert, as he was known to many Western Australians, moved with his family at 
the age of two to England and then again after six months to Victoria and from Victoria via Adelaide to Western 
Australia, where the family settled at Bindi Bindi.  Bert was educated at Bindi Bindi primary school and 
Geraldton High School until the age of 15.  He then lived and worked on the family farm at Bindi Bindi and 
became a partner on the farm in 1939 with his brothers.  He enlisted in the Royal Australian Naval Reserve on 6 
January 1942 as a signalman.  He served at the war signal station in Albany and later at the Albany forts from 3 
July 1942 until 30 September 1943.  He then served on HMAS Horsham from 1 October 1943 until 20 May 
1945 and was discharged on 6 June 1945.  Bert again worked on the family farm from 1945 to 1947 and then 
purchased his own farm.  He married Noeletta Flint at St James Church, Moora on 29 October 1946.  
Bert Crane was a member of this House as the member for Moore from 30 March 1974 until 4 February 1989.  
He served as deputy chairman of committees from 12 August 1975 until 7 September 1983, as chairman of the 
Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee from 1978 to 1980 and as a member of that committee 
from 1980 to 1989.  He was chairman of the honorary royal commission inquiring into the distribution of beef 
and sheep meat products in 1975, a member of the honorary royal commission inquiring into dairy products and 
market milk from 1981 to 1982, the deputy chairman of the select committee inquiring into hardship within the 
Western Australian rural sector from 1983 to 1984 and into the grape growing industry of Western Australia in 
1985.  
Bert Crane was also a member of the Farmers Union from 1948 and a branch secretary at Bindi Bindi, the 
director of Rural Traders Coop formed in 1972, a foundation member of St James Hostel, Moora and President 
of the Bindi Bindi Returned and Servicemen’s League and the Bindi Bindi Parents and Citizens Association.   
We will all remember his speeches about his beloved Bindi Bindi and the continuing interest he displayed in the 
work of the Parliament following his retirement in 1989.  On behalf of all members of this House, I extend our 
deepest sympathy to Bert Crane’s family.  
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm]:  I join in this condolence motion in 
remembrance of Bert Crane.  He will always be remembered as a most dedicated representative of his electorate 
and of his constituents.  He had strong conservative principles and he combined those with a deep sense of 
humanity and enjoyment of life.  He was the son of a sea captain who served Australia in the Royal Australian 
Navy during the Second World War.  Apart from his war service, he was a full-time farmer at Bindi Bindi, as we 
have just heard, and farmed in the area from the age of 15.  He was actively involved in his local community 
within the Shire of Moora.  
When Bert Crane was selected by the National Party to contest the seat of Moora after the retirement of Hon 
Edgar Lewis, he had a convincing win in a solidly rural seat.  This changed when an electoral redistribution 
placed the growing suburb of Wanneroo in Moore, and the Liberal Party became optimistic about its prospects at 
the time.  However, Bert Crane won the support of urban as well as rural voters and was comfortably re-elected 
at the 1977 election.  He was a tireless worker and attended many community functions, large or small, which he 
often enlivened by playing his ukulele.  Bert was also a parliamentarian who was unafraid of controversy.  At the 
1980 election there was a local controversy about the prospect of a nuclear power station being built in his area.  
He stood up defiantly at a very hostile public meeting and confronted his critics head on.  At the same election in 
a contest between the National Country Party and the National Party, Bert Crane had preferences directed against 
him.  Nonetheless, his fighting spirit carried him to a third victory with an absolute majority over his Liberal and 
Australian Labor Party opponents.  Subsequently, the electoral boundaries of Moore were moved northward by a 
redistribution, and its rural character was once again strengthened.  
Bert Crane faced a further challenge when, in 1985, he joined the Liberal Party with two National Country Party 
colleagues.  Although the National Party gained rural seats from the Liberal Party at the 1986 election, Bert 
Crane stood as a Liberal in Moore and was re-elected with an absolute majority of nearly 2 000 votes - 60 per 
cent of the vote in a three-way contest.  This was the measure of respect and affection with which his electors 
held him.  On his retirement in 1989 Bert Crane was succeeded by Bill McNee.  Subsequent to his time in 
Parliament he maintained a strong interest in politics as a loyal member of the Liberal Party.  A staunch 
monarchist, he campaigned for a no vote at the 1999 referendum for an Australian republic.  In retirement he 
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regularly attended the annual state conference of the Liberal Party, including the recent conference held earlier 
this month.  Despite his illness his cheerful, fighting spirit was undiminished. 
I did not know Bert all that well, but certainly he never failed to offer encouragement and he never hesitated to 
offer advice, whether I liked it or not.  He was a great character and a wonderful member of this Parliament.  On 
behalf of the Parliamentary Liberal Party and the wider Liberal Party, I convey our deepest sympathy to his wife 
Noeletta and to his family.  He was a great parliamentarian. 
MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [2.11 pm]:  I and my National Party 
colleagues would like to be added to the list of those paying tribute to Bert Crane.  Much of his history has 
already been outlined by the two previous speakers, so I will speak a little more personally about Bert.  I knew 
him quite well.  Many members of this House who knew Bert will recall that in debates and the parliamentary 
process he shirked nothing at all and was very vigorous and definite about the matters he put to the House.  I can 
remember several of the speeches he made in opposition when sitting in the proximity of this bench.  There was 
a famous one about double-gees, which I will not repeat. 
He was the son of a sea captain.  He became a farmer at Bindi Bindi, where his straight-talking, from-the-
shoulder characteristics brought him to prominence in the community and those events occurred to which the 
Leader of the Opposition has referred.  As a member of both the National Country Party and the Liberal Party, 
his straight talking served him well.  As a result, he was always able to hold the seat of Moore in a convincing 
manner. 
I can remember quite clearly the applause and show of affection by members when Ernie Bridge left this 
Chamber.  Both Ernie and Bert had the attribute of being able to make music.  The ukulele was part of Bert’s 
arsenal - I thought a very poor part, frankly.  I can remember him singing to groups of schoolchildren and other 
groups, which I thought might lose him votes, but it did not.  The fact that he was happy to pull out his ukulele 
and break into song shows a measure of the character of the man.  He was a person of substantial character. 
As member for Moore he served the Parliament until 1989.  He sat on a number of parliamentary committees.  
He was chairman of the royal commission inquiring into the distribution of sheep and beef meat products, which 
was right up his alley.  I am sure he really enjoyed it.  He was also a member of the committee of inquiry into 
dairy products and market milk, which I am sure would also have been right up his alley.  He would also have 
appreciated doing that.  Some of his last words in this Chamber are a measure of the man.  He was reported in 
the Hansard of December 1988 as quoting these words from Rudyard Kipling - 

I would rather be a “has been” than a “might have been” by far  
For a “might have been” has never been 
But a “has” was once an “are”. 

That was Bert Crane.   
MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [2.14 pm]:  I would first like to express the sorrow of the member 
for Moore, who cannot take part in this condolence motion.  Unfortunately, he is injured.  He would like to have 
been here and will make some comments later when he returns to Parliament. 
I am probably one of the few members in this House who sat with Bert Crane.  He was one of the characters of 
the House.  He certainly never shied away from an argument or debate.  He was very forthright about what he 
thought was right.  If other people thought differently from him, they were probably wrong.  He certainly put 
that view across.  He also campaigned very well in his electorate.  He and two of his colleagues moved from the 
National Country Party to the Liberal Party in 1985 and stood in the subsequent election of 1986.  Bert was the 
only one who retained his seat.  The other two, Peter Jones and Dick Old, both lost their seats.  The fact that Bert 
changed parties and still retained his seat demonstrates the calibre of the person he was.  Believe it or not, 
playing the ukulele was one of his attributes that helped him win over hearts in his electorate.  One of his other 
attributes was his tendency to recite poetry during his speeches.  On one occasion the Speaker pulled him up for 
reciting poetry, although I am not sure why.  He often used poetry to colour the speeches he made in this House.  
He was one of the characters.  He knew what he believed was right and stood up for those principles.   
My wife also talks fondly of Bert Crane.  She grew up in Bindi Bindi.  She went to the local school and knew the 
Crane family very well.  It is also sad for her that Bert has passed on, and she will attend his funeral on 
Thursday.  I offer our condolences to Noely, as he affectionately knew his wife, and his family.   
Question passed, members standing. 
 


